
Concerns and solutions on why we have reservations to drive 
our Model A Ford, and how to overcome them. 

 
 
 
Driving a Model A Ford can be a thrilling experience, but it also comes with a set 
of unique challenges and reservations. Here are some reasons why people 
might hesitate to take the wheel of a Ford Model A vehicle, along with 
suggestions on how to overcome these concerns: 
 
Preservation Concerns: Model A Ford’s are often considered valuable pieces of history. 
Driving them can lead to wear and tear, which might diminish their value and historical 
significance. To overcome this, consider using your Model A Ford for special occasions 
and short drives, rather than Active A’s club touring events. Regular maintenance and 
confidence can help this condition. 
 
Mechanical Reliability: Unlike modern cars, Model A Ford vehicles may seem like they don’t have the same level of reliability. We 
fear that Model A Ford’s might be prone to breakdowns and require specialized knowledge and parts for repairs. To mitigate this, 
ensure that your car is regularly serviced by a mechanic who specializes in Model A Ford’s vehicles, or with the help from members 
from the Active A’s club where you will find a wealth of knowledge and willingness to help. Carrying a basic toolkit and spare parts 
can also be helpful in case of minor issues. 
 
Safety Features: Modern cars come equipped with a plethora of safety features such as airbags, anti-lock brakes, and electronic 
stability control. Model A Ford’s, on the other hand, often lack these advancements, making them potentially more dangerous to 
drive. To address this, consider retrofitting your antique car with modern safety features where possible, such as turn signals, seat 
belts and improved lighting. Additionally, drive cautiously and avoid high-speed roads. 
Insurance and Legal Issues: Insuring an antique car can be more complicated and sometimes more expensive than insuring a modern 
vehicle. Additionally, there may be legal restrictions on where and how often these cars can be driven. To navigate this, research 
insurance providers that specialize in antique cars and understand the specific regulations in your area. Membership in the Active 
A’s of South Eastern Pennsylvania can also provide to be a valuable resources and support. 
 

Driving Experience: The driving experience of a Model A Ford car can be vastly different from that of a modern vehicle. Manual 
transmissions, lack of power steering, and other older technologies can make driving these cars more challenging and less 
comfortable. To overcome this, take the time to familiarize yourself with the car's unique features and practice driving in a safe, 
controlled environment before venturing out on public roads. Again, being part of the Active A’s can also provide valuable resources 
and support. 

  

Finally, while driving a Model A Ford can definitely be a nostalgic and enjoyable experience, it also comes with a set of challenges 
that can make some folks hesitant. By taking steps to prepare and preserve the vehicle, ensure mechanical reliability, enhance 
safety, navigate insurance and legal issues, and adapt to the driving experience, you can overcome these reservations and fully enjoy 
the charm of your Model A Ford vehicle.  
 

Simply put: If you can drive five miles, you can likely drive 500 miles. 
 

Furthermore, if you go on an Active A’s club group tour and you breakdown, your club members are already with you to help make 
a repair, you are already with a group of experts who know the ins and outs of these vehicles. Or in a worst case scenario, get AAA 
to tow it home: Surely someone on the tour has AAA, if you don’t, and will be there to help get your vehicle home. You will ultimately 
gain a much fuller experience of your vehicle through the process of driving than leaving it stored in the garage. 
   
See you on the road! 

Domenic DeMenna 
www.ActiveAs.org 

 


